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WHAT’'S NEW
IN THE SKIES
.alook at the latest entries
into the aircraft market

Showing great style are: (upper left) Adam A700,
(center) Eclipse 500 (upper right) Spectrum Jet
(lower right) HondaJet, (right below) Cessna Mustang and

ATG Javelin (Ieft below).

With the entrance into the market of the very
lightjet (VLJ) Adam A700 and Eclipse500,
the 21st century began anew erain aircraft
production. Now the HondaJet and Diamond
D-Jet are coming on the horizon, with concept
aircraft showcased for thefirst time at
AirVenture 2006. The Eclipse 500 received
FAA certification in September - and Honda
and Diamond made maiden appearances at
: Oshkosh to excite the flying public. Cessna
9 ~ surpriseditsfollowerswiththe Next Gener a-
tion Piston (NGP) anditsLight Sport Aircraft
(L SA) proof-of-concept renditions.

With the additional inconveniences that are the fallout of continued bombing scares and extended security delays at airports, it is
no wonder that corporate and professional travelers who can make the investment may look more keenly at the personal aircraft
option. The General Aviation Manufacturer sAssociation (GAM A) reportsordersare up significantly for very light jet (VLJ) and biz
jet aircraft during thefirst half of 2006.

And there’s no shortage of playersin the personal jet market. In various stages of development and certification, Eclipse 500 and
the Adam Aircraft A500 push-pull arethe only aircraft to have fully overcomethe FAA certification hurtle, but Cessna’s M ustang
and Adam Aircraft A700 both arerunning hard to thefinish line. HondaJet, Piper Jet and Cessna CJ4 look at 2010 as production
start-up; Aerion projectsaserviceentry date of 2012 for itssupersonic hizjet. New alliterations of Dassault Falcon, Bombar dier
Challenger and Boeing BBJ al promiseto go higher, faster and farther - and on just a sip of petrol.

And suddenly, the aircraft industry is bombarding us the options for the checkbook - almost affordable in today’s market.

continued on page 6



ATIME TO SAY THANKS

Travis Vallin, Aeronautics Division Director

By thetime this edition of the Mountain Wave is printed,
election season will be over. | am often asked during an
election year where there will be some form of changein
Colorado Poaliticswhich candidate for Governor would be most
beneficial for airports and aviation throughout the state. The
good news for everyone in aviation and air transportation is
that both Republicans and Democrats care about aviation and
theissuesthat impact Colorado Airports. Former USDOT
Secretary Norman Minetaonce said, “ There are no Republican
roads and Democrat highways. We all benefit from
transportation, no matter which side you sit on” and | have
found this to be true herein Colorado as well.

| would beremissif | did not mention that over the past eight
years Gover nor Owensand CDOT ExecutiveDirector Tom
Norton have been wonderful to work for and everyone involved
in aviation throughout the State of Colorado has benefited from
their leadership and support!

Speaking of Support, al of usin Colorado owe aheart felt
“Thank You” to L owell Johnson, who isretiring this December
fromthe FAA. Over the past 12 years, Lowell has served
airportsthroughout the seven state FAA Northwest M ountain
Region asthe AirportsDivision Manager. Hissupport and
dedication to the development of airportsis recognized by
everyone who hasworked with Lowell and his staff. The
Colorado Aeronautical Board and Division of Aeronautics wish
Lowell the very best in hisretirement asit has been our
pleasure working with him to develop Colorado airports over
thepast 12 years. THANKS, LOWELL!!

| also want to say “Thank You” to Darci Wert who as many of
you know isthe new Aviation Education Director for the
WingsOver the Rockies M useum. When Darci took the
newly-created job to develop a statewide aviation education
program within the Aeronautics Division, nobody, including
me, knew exactly where we were going to end up. Through her
hands-on approach and dedication to aviation education, Darci
has established a great foundation for the Division to build on
and the good news isthat we will continue to work with Darci
and the Wings Over the Rockies M useum to further aviation
education throughout Colorado.

On afinal note, our five year report card isin! The update to
the ColoradoAviation Systems Plan hasjust been completed
which shows the effectiveness of the Colorado Aviation
Discretionary Grant Program. Inthe previousplan, we
identified performance measures or benchmarksfor theentire
aviation systems and with the update we can measure the
improvement in performance of the system asaresult of grant
funding. For acopy of the Executive Summary of the Systems
Plan, go to wwwv.col orado-aeronautics.org or give usacall at
(303) 261-4418 and we will be happy to send you acopy inthe

mail.

AVIATION TAXES REFLECT THE
HEALTHY SKIES

Fuel tax reimbursements to Colorado airports can be seen asa
barometer of the system'’s health.

Fuel tax formularefunds are based on reimbursements defined in
legislation asameans of returning to the airports-of-origin $.04
for each gallon of AvGas and non-commercial jet fuel soldto
general aviation - and 65% of sales tax revenues collected on jet
fuel sold to carriers operating out of Colorado’s fourteen
commercial airports. The samelegislation also created and
defined the responsibilities of the Aeronautics Division, which
receives its operating budget and revenues for the discretionary
grant program from funds not included in the reimbursements.
Roughly, 35% of commercial jet fuel salestaxesand small
amounts of excise taxes are available for such purposes.

Totals shown by the CDOT-Aeronautics Division in the year
preceding June 30, 2006 reflect agreater proportion of commercial
jet fuel salestax revenuesthan in the past, ear-marked
particularly from the State’s principal airports.. infact, salestax
revenues represent over $10.2M of the $11.58 total
reimbursements during the mid-2005 to mid-2006 timeframe.

For the most part, statewide aviation appears to be recovered
from the declinesfollowing 9/11. Increased fuel costs have,
unfortunately, negatively impacted general aviation and numbers
aredown. Reimbursements of hon-commercial excisetaxeshave
fallen slightly from last year and as much as 30% from just five
yearsago. But, additional coststo commercial carriersarefeltin
increased percentage sales taxes as the gallon of jet fuel hasrisen
dramatically.

Jet fuel sales taxes comprise roughly 85% of the total revenues
through the Division's annual rebate program. Therefore,
increases felt in reimbursements mean more funds are al so
availableto the Aeronautical Board for award to statewide
airports as individual project and statewide system grants that
impact flight safety and security.



AVIATION SYSTEM PLAN

Chris Pomeroy, Senior Aviation Planner

After nearly ayear of compiling, reviewing and formatting data,
the 2005 ColoradoAviation System Plan (CASP) iscomplete.
Unveiled at the October 2006 CA OA/Aeronautics Conference,
the new CASP is an update to thelast CASP completedin
2000. Since 1992, the Division of Aeronautics has updated its
aviation system plan approximately every fiveyears.

The Statewide Inventory and Implementation Plan, published in
2000, laid the groundwork for anew approach to planning for
Colorado’s system of airports. Goalsfor the Colorado airport
system were established and translated into performance
measures. For each of the system performance measures,
benchmarks were also set. System performance measures and
benchmarks were used to evaluate the airport system’s
performance. The aviation system plan released in 2000
provided thefirst report card for the Colorado airport system.
In the report card, the performance measures are the categories
used to grade the system and the benchmarks are actual tests
applied to assess system performance.

The prior update to Colorado’s aviation system plan was
completed well in advance of 9/11. It goeswithout saying that
both the commercial and the general aviation environments
have changed since the prior plan. The focus of the 2005
update was to identify how system performance has changed
since the last plan was completed in 2000. To accomplish this
comparison, an updated system report card was prepared and
captured performance of the Colorado system of airportsasit
was reported and eval uated in the 2005-2006 timeframe.

Recently, the commercia airlineindustry has been characterized
by weak financial performance. Increasing passenger demand
has been offset by even higher increases in airline operating
and fuel costs. Many of the nation’s legacy carriers have
sought bankruptcy protection. As the legacy carriers have
struggled, low cost carriers such as Frontier and Southwest
have expanded in Colorado.

An increasing humber of businesses rely on general aviation to
meet their air travel needs. Thefrequency and availability of
commercial airline service hasdiminished, and travel by
commercial airlines continues to have aconsiderable hassle

factor. With theintroduction of very light jets (VLJs), itis
anticipated that more travel ers may use on-demand general
aviation service to reach destinations throughout the State.
New security guidelinesfor general aviation airports, prepared
by the Transportation Security Administration (TSA), were
evaluated for the first timein this study.

The economic benefit of airportsin Colorado is growing.
When the system plan was published in 2000, the annual
economic benefit of commercial (excluding Denver
International) and general aviation airportsin Colorado was
estimated at $5.4 billion. The most recent update to
Colorado’s economic impact analysisfor itsairport system
shows that since the prior study, annual economic impact
attributed to Colorado airports hasincreased to $6.7 billion. In
2000, 44 of the system airports had an annual economic impact
of $1 million or greater. In 2005, 47 of the airportshad an
economic impact of $1 million or greater. Thishelpsto
demonstrate not only the growing importance of the airports
for the essential transportation services they support but also
the very important role that airports throughout Colorado play
in the statewide and local economies.

Thisinformation and much more can be found in the 2005
CASP Executive Summary on our website at: www.col orado-
aeronautics.org. For more detailed information, contact Chris
Pomeroy, Senior Aviation Planner, viae-mail at
chris.pomeroy@dot.state.co.us or by phone at 303-261-4418.

VALLIN BECOMES
NASAO CHAIRMAN

Colorado Aeronautics Division Director, TravisVallin, was
recently elected chairman of the National Association of State
Aviation Officials(NASAQO) Executive Committeeby a
unanimous vote of the NASAO membership present at the
organization’s 75th Annual Meeting and Tradeshow held in
New Orleansin September 2006.

TheNational Association of SateAiation Officialsisoneof
the most senior aviation organizationsin the United States,
pre-dating even the Federal Aviation Administration’s prede-
cessor, the Civil Aeronautics Authority. Sinceitsfoundingin
1931, the Association has represented the men

and women in state government aviation agencies, who serve
the publicinterestsin all 50 states, Guam and Puerto Rico.
With legislationin 1988, Colorado wasthe last statein the
Union to create a state aviation entity.

Also serving with Mr. Vallin as executives of NASAO areVice
Chair Michelle McEnany, Director of the lowa Office of
Aviation, Treasurer Victor Bird, Director of the Oklahoma
Aeronautics Commission; and Secretary Mark Brewer, Presi-
dent and CEO of the Rhode Island Airport Corporation. Each
elected officer will serveaoneyear termthat will expirein
September 2007.




AVIATION GRANTS TOP $4M

Colorado Discretionary Aviation Grantsamounting to nearly
$4.4M wer eawar ded toforty-seven Colorado air por tsduring the
annual funding cycle which ended in October. Twenty-seven of
those grants - totalling over $1.35M - were as match for over
$64M in FAA Airport Improvement Program projects scheduled
for 2007.

During the hearings held on October 13th, the Colorado Aeronau-
tical Board heard of plansfor the reconstruction and lengthening
of therunway at Telluride Regional Airport and the construction
of new administration and storagefacilitiesat the Gar field County
Regional Airport. Burlington-Kit Carson County Airport plans
completing the reconstruction of itsprimary runway; Aspen-
Pitkin County Air port continuesits expansion of safety areas
and rel ocation of taxiwaysand ramps. Yampa Valley Regional
AirportisinYear-3 of the construction of new terminal facilities
and ramp development; and anew partial parallel taxiway is
planned for the\Wray Municipal Airport.

Sinceitsinceptionin 1992 and through State Fiscal Year 2006, the
ColoradoDiscretionary Aviation Grant program hasawarded
$36.25M intheform of 616 individual grantsthroughout the State.

In 2005, nearly $7M in discretionary grantswere awarded during
the fall application cycle and asindividual requests during the
course of theremaining year. Significant projectsincluded the
award of $2.7M for the development of enhanced mountain radar
services, $268K in support of the state’s Automated Weather
Observation System (AWOS) program and $379K for the comple-
tion of updates to the State Aviation System Plan and Capital

I mprovement Program planning.

The discretionary aviation grant program is recipient each year of
35% of all aviation sales taxes on commercial jet fuel and $.02
excise tax on each gallon of AvGas sold at Colorado Airports.
65% of salestaxes and $.04 on each gallon of AvGas and non-
commercial jet fuel isreimbursed to the airport-of-sales.

The Colorado Discretionary Aviation Grant program continuesto
be a conduit through which the Aeronautical Board can fund
important advances for Colorado’s airports and isan integral part
of the maintenance tomorrow’sairport network.

BE ALERT TO TODAY'S WEATHER

Just when we thought that summer was truly going to last
forever, along comes the northerly blasts that remind usit’s not
likely true. Long summer days and clear endless skies give
summer apluswhen it comesto general aviation flying.

But just as we are made keenly alert to the thunderstorms and
density altitude our high terrain offersin the warmer months, so
must the winter flying environment bring a new class of
considerations for the safe pilot.

Winter brings sudden weather changes, shorter days and often
reduced visibility. It'sthetime of the year to have up-to-date
weather forecasts and know potentialsfor icing - to appreciate
the capabilities of our aircraft and itsinstruments... and, most
importantly, toacknowledge our own limitationsin the cockpit.
Today’s technology gives us the added value of accurate, more
up-to-date information on board, but it's no better than a brightly-
colored weather scope if we are not fully up to the skill of
managing it correctly. Proficiency asapilot meanstaking stock of
our abilities, reviewing all the safety-related material, and making
decisions that reflect our best judgment.

In recent commentsto Cirrus aircraft ownersfollowing a spate of
fatal encounters with weather, owners-association president,
Mike Radomsky stated that “no technology can replace training,
skill, proficiency and judgment.”

A prominent latenineteenth century midwester n bishop
pronounced from hispulpit - and in aregional periodical that
heedited, that heavier-than-air flight wasboth impossibleand
contrary tothewill of God.

Oh, theirony of it all!
Bishop Wright had two sons- Orvilleand Wilbur.

IT"SALL ABOUT THE KIDS

A familiar facein the Colorado aviation education arena, Darci
Wert, |eft the Aeronautics Division in September to join the staff
of theWingsOver the Rockies M useum as Educator Director.

Still ableto push forward her goals for increasing the awareness
to aviation as math and science in the classroom, she will remain
closely linked to the Division’smission.

During her tenure at the Division, Ms. Wert developed the
Science of Flight Teacher Workshops, KidSpace - hands-on
activitiesat airshows and fly-ins, Science of Flight elementary
classroom cirriculumkitsand Get ' Em Flying competitionsfor
“Young Eagles” flights.

We wish Ms. Wert all the best in her new undertaking and hope
she continues to provide the enthusiasm and energy toward
aviation education that she brought to the Division's program.



“My name is Joanie Ewing ...

and | just started my internship with the Aeronautics Division
on September 18" of thisyear.

| was born and raised in Eagle, Colorado. | went to high school
there at Eagle Valley High School and after graduating | went to
DaytonaBeach, Floridawhere| attended Embry-RiddleAero-
nautical University (ERAU) fromthefall of 2001 to the spring
of 2005. | initially went to ERAU to become a professional pilot
but | ended up in the aviation business school. | received my
degree in Aviation Business Administration with a con-
centration in Airport Management.

While attending ERAU | was also on the Women's Golf Team.
All four years | was lucky enough to play with my team at the
National Association of IntercollegiateAthletics(NAIA)
National Championships.

Since graduating from ERAU | came back to Colorado from
Floridawith my fiancé because | missed the mountain-living
lifestyle. Up until September when | accepted the internship,
I’d been working as a customer service representative at the
Vail Valley Jet Center at the Eagle County Airport.

During her year-long internship, Joaniewill share her timeequally
withthe CDOT-Aeronautics Division, the FAA-Denver Airports
District Officeand Front RangeAirport.

From thisinternship | hope to gain a better understanding of the industry and find out which part of the

industry best suits me for my future career goals.”

CDOT DIRECTOR HONORED

The Colorado airport community made the Annual Colorado
Aviation Conference an opportunity to say “thank you” to
ExecutiveDirector of the Colorado Department of Transporta-
tion, Tom Norton, for his steadfast support of aviation issues.

TravisVallin, Aeronautics Division Director, presented

Mr. Nortonwith the Outstanding Achievement Awar d and
thanked him on behalf of statewide aviation for his support of the
ColoradoAviation Statel nfrastructur e Bank, which hasprovided
development loansin the amount of $10,351,427.00 to eleven
airports; for his 1
encouragement of the
Colorado Transporta-
tion Commission’s
financial backing for
the M ountain Radar
Serviceproject; and
for hiscommitment to
the purchase of the
Division’ sper manent
officesat Front Range
Airport.

Travis Vallin present the traveling propeller trophy to Tom Norton, CDOT-Executive
Director - winner of the 2006 Outstanding Achievement Award.

FORMER COLORADO DIRECTOR
RELOCATES WITH FAA

Former Colorado Aeronautics Division Director, Dennis Roberts,
relocates shortly to anew position as Regional Administrator for
theFederal Aviation Administration’sNorthwest Mountain
Region in Seattle, WA. He has served as Director of the FAA
Office of Airport Planning and Programming since January 2004.

Mr. Roberts assumed the management of the Aeronautics
Division shortly after it was created by the Legislaturein 1989 and
served through itsformative years until 1997. He oversaw the
creation of many of the programsthat Colorado aviation has come
to know, including the discretionary grant program, the pavement
condition indexing program, the aviation management intern
program and joint capital improvement program with the airports
and the FAA.

Prior to his association with the FAA, Mr. Roberts served as
Executive Director of AOPA Government and Technical Affairs
and Deputy Executive Director for the L ouisville Kentucky
Regional Airport Authority.

CO Dept. of Transportation-Aeronautics Division
5126 Front Range Parkway

Watkins, CO 80137 COLORADD
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continued from page 1
Asthe VL Js become amore proven option, will we see the start of anew erathat provides point-to-point travel with fewer passengers
through airline hubs and greater use of smaller markets? Never before has the aviation industry offered more shiny, bright alternatives
than the innovations that are forcing a change on the horizon and are-look at the way we travel.

Atthisyear’sNational BusinessAviation Association (NBAA) Convention and Trade Show recently concluded in Orlando, FL,
Honeywell, the avionics and engine manufacturer, forecast astrong long-term outlook which predicts 12,000 bizjetsworth $195B will
be delivered by 2016 into hot marketsin North America, Asia, the Middle East and Africa. Other estimates paint alessrosy picture -
still avery promising future for the many new concepts and aircraft production in general.

Morethan 115 static aircraft exhibits were parked on the ramp at Orlando Executive Airport during the 3-day NBAA event. According
tothe National Business Aviation Association (NBAA), thisyears attendance of the event was the biggest and best in the
Association’s history. The three day event attracted just over 33,000 people, which surpassed the previous attendance record of
31,665 setin LasVegasin 1998.

The State of Colorado made another grand appearance at the 59"
Annual National BusinessAviation Association Convention and
Trade Show that took place October 17— 19", in Orlando,
Florida. A 50" x 50" pavilion wasthe setting for the Colorado
pavilion at thisyear’s convention. Eleven Colorado airports and
economic development organizations gathered together to
promote Colorado asa premier destination in the country. The
calf roping machine was a hit amongst the convention attendees
and helped attract plenty of traffic through the Colorado pavilion.

TheAeronautics Division isalready |ooking forward to next
year’sevent to take placein Atlanta, GA. The NBAA
Convention has been an excellent marketing avenue for Colorado
airportsto reach potential aviation traffic and airport
development.
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$4+M Awar ded in Annual Airport Grants
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